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Estate planning for women who have previously
been married should be a positive and harmonious
experience shared by their new husbands. After all,
the goals of the parties are usually the same — to
assure when one of the marriage partners passes
away, that the estate will be protected and conserved
for the survivor, and when both parties are gone the
Richard S. Bernstein remaining
estate will pass on to the children or other
beneficiaries in the most efficient manner. When the parties have children
together and neither has a child from a prior marriage, it is usually a simple
matter to establish an estate plan that will accomplish the family’s goals of
reducing estate tax, avoiding probate and assuring that the estate will be
protected during the parents’ lifetimes and for future generations. However,
if the family includes one or more children from a prior marriage, a wellconceived estate plan can become more complicated.
When women with prior marriage children come to the attorney’s office
they have usually resolved how the estate will someday be divided. Based
on which party brought most of the assets to the marriage, the length of the
marriage, which children are considered most deserving and a multitude of
other factors, they have usually reached a decision as to whether the estate
will ultimately pass equally to his children and her children, mostly to his
children, mostly to hers, or some other arrangement. The problem, however,
is how to assure their plan will be carried out without unduly restricting or
controlling the surviving spouse during his or her remaining lifetime.
In the case of families with prior marriage children, the overriding issue
is how to balance the conflicting goals of predictability on the one hand and
freedom from restrictions and limitations on the other. There are a number
of tools that can be used to add predictability to the estate plan, but they will
by necessity add some measure of restriction or limitation. How successful
the estate plan will be depends on understanding which of those tools are
appropriate in a given case.
Estate planning for a family with prior marriage children must be
undertaken carefully and must include an open and frank discussion of the
realities of the situation. Then, an estate plan can be established that will best
meet the family’s needs and assure their goals are met. Meeting with a board
certified estate planning attorney is essential in these circumstances and will
greatly reduce the chances of conflict and heartbreak in the future.
Rebecca G. Doane is a founding partner of Doane & Doane,
P.A., a Florida law firm established in 2003 with offices
in North Palm Beach and Stuart. Mrs. Doane’s practice
focuses on the areas of estate planning, trusts, wills, estate
and gift taxation, probate, estate and trust administration
and guardianship law. She is board certified in the law of
Rebecca G. Doane wills, trusts and estates by the Florida Bar Board of Legal
Specialization and Education. In addition to holding a law license, Mrs.
Doane is a Certified Public Accountant.
Richard S. Bernstein, CEO of Richard S. Bernstein & Associates, Inc.,
West Palm Beach, is an insurance advisor for high net worth business
leaders, families, businesses, municipalities and charitable organizations.
An insurance advisor to many of America’s wealthiest families, he is a writer,
trusted local and national media resource and expert speaker on estate
planning and health insurance. You may contact him at 561.689.1000,
e-mail him at rsb@rbernstein.com or visit www.rbernstein.com to schedule a
confidential consultation.
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POIGNANT
PERFORMANCES
AT THE

KRAVIS CENTER!
THE RIGHTEOUS
BROTHERS
Bill Medley and
Bucky Heard

Sunday, March 18 at 8 pm
Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $25
The emotive duo who swooned
generations is back for an evening
of chart-topping classics including
You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’, Ebb Tide and more.

Regional Arts

ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN
IN THE FIELDS
ORCHESTRA*

Joshua Bell,
Conductor and Violin

Monday, March 26 at 8 pm
Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $35
• Mendelssohn/Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Op. 21
• Wieniawski/Violin Concerto No. 2 in D minor, Op. 22
• Edgar Meyer/Overture for Violin and Orchestra (Academy Commission)
• Mendelssohn/Symphony No. 4 in A Major, Op. 90 (“Italian”)
Series sponsored by
Leonard and Sophie Davis
Concert sponsored by
Marjorie and Jack Levins,
Carl Marks Foundation

Regional Arts

ZURICH CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA*

Daniel Hope,
Conductor and Violin
“Tribute to Yehudi Menuhin”

Tuesday, March 27 at 2 pm
Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $25

• Elgar/Introduction and Allegro for Strings, Op. 47
• Bechara El-Khoury/Unfinished Journey for Violin and Orchestra
• Mendelssohn/Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in D minor (1823)
• Concerto in D Minor for Violin and Orchestra (1823)
• Bach/Concerto for Two Violins, Strings, and Continuo in D minor, BWV 1043
• Schubert/String Quartet No. 14 in D minor, D. 810, “Death and the Maiden”
(arr. for orchestra)
Series sponsored by
Leonard and Sophie Davis
The Zurich Chamber Orchestra will also perform Antonio Vivaldi’s, The Four
Seasons, op.8, no. 1-4 on March 26 at the Four Arts. fourarts.org/zurichchamber

DUDU FISHER

Celebrates Jerusalem

Wednesday, March 28 at 8 pm
Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $25
World-renowned actor and singer, and
beloved by all for his remarkable voice,
Dudu performs an array of songs in
this unique event.

Choose your seat at the Center’s
official website kravis.org
or call 561.832.7469 or 800.572.8471
Group Sales: 561.651.4438 or 561.651.4304
*Visit kravis.org/beyondthestage for information
on free musical presentations and talks.
Artists and Programs subject to change

PALM BEACH SOCIETY February 16-22, 2018 | 27

2/6/18 1:58 PM

